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Creatlve Clrcus celebrates 15 years

By Laura Braddlck
Ibraddick’
'_@nelghbornewspapers. com

During .>Febmary’s live
broadcast of the Super Bowl,

_millions of Americans tunedin

to watch the game and. the -
- commercials; -
 Unbeknownst 1o the. v1ew— ‘

ers, however, 60 percent of
those television ~advertise-

ments were on some level pro- .

duced with the help of gradu-
ates from Mldtown s Creative
~ Circus.

The unorthodox demgn and
advertising school is celebrat-

‘ing its 15th anniversary this .

month.

“We operate: almost poth- -

ing like a school” said co-
- founder and. Executlve Cre-
~ative Director, Norm. ‘Grey.
“We' operate more like the
# industry. When these kids go

- outinto the world, thlSvIS what _

they’re going to see.”

With a two-year program,
- students come from all levels
and backgrounds to earn a cer-
tificate in' design-arts or adver-
tising while building a
-respectable” portfolio. “When

-the doors opened in 1995, the

‘school had 100, students Now
it'boasts 230 '

'Norm Grey, co-founder and executive creative director
of the Creative Circus in Midtown, leads a design class.

"~ “The goal was to become a.
great. school where people
.were - able to learn the com-.
_mercial arts or design arts,

directing- and’ copyright by
people that actually .work in
the field,” said school co-
founder and freelance head-

. hunter Carol Vick.

The faculty is eomprxsed of

Special photo.

"ind‘ustry professionals .who

mostly continue their _]ObS out-
s1de of the school..
" “Because we -have all th1s

. real-world experience, we .try
“to simulate that in the class-

rooms,” .said Berwyn Hung,
the school’s program chair for
the design department.

Ms. Vick said she credlted

AN

. sive and demanding,

the success of the school over
the years to its' model of
putting students first. ,

“We seek to create the most

‘avid‘ly sought-after gradu-

ates,” she said. “If we create
the best p0551ble graduate,
then that is’ the "best. business

- model.”

Grey -stressed that even
though' the classes are.inten-
the
school’s ‘goal is to help devel-
op.each individual.

“There’s a certain sense of
nurturing,” he said. “We don’t
just destroy a kid if he’s not
talented. We nurture the stu-
dent.” :

Recent graduate Rich Ford
came to the school after receiv-
ing his bachelor’s degree in

" English from the University of

Colorado in Boulder. He
received a job offer before he
even finished school.

“It was kind of a self-actu-~

alization thing. ‘The school
really fostered the raw creativ-
ity I.had and helped me chan-
nel it into a practical and mar-
ketable direction,” he said.
“It’s allowed me to go from no
chance of getting a job at the
smallest ad agency to be gble
to walk in and get a job at one
of the best agencies in world.”

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Joel & Granot

Buckhead residents Alan
Joel and Dan Granot recently
“merged their commermal real
estate firms to
create Joel &
..Granot Com-

<mercial Real "
‘Estate. "
~The  new:

‘company i§ a
boutique bro-
kerage firm
providing ser-
vices such as
. tenant .repre-
.sentation,
investment
sales, land sales
and  property
management
for clients of
any-size. Joel & Granot Com-
metcial Real Estate’s two prin-

Dan Granot ‘

"Deloitte;

01pals will be mvolved in each
‘transaction, offering " clients

direct access and expertise not

typically found at mega-broker-

ages and one-man shops.
Combined, Joel and Granot

have more than .40: years- of

experience representing terants

. "and closing complex real estate
‘ transactions, '

" New board

The "Corporate - Volunteer

" Council of Atlanta recently
. announced its 2010 board of
* directors, which will be led by

newly elected president Katy
Elder of The Home Depot
Foundation. The Corporate Vol-

‘unteer Council’s 2010 board:

also includes: past president
Jodie Huiet, AGL Resources;
president-clect Brevard Fraser,
marketing ~ chair

~ern recently announced that its l

 Cecilie Goodman, LexisNexis. -
" Risk
"er/finance co-chairs Deborah

Solutions; . treasur-

Baker, Arcapita, and Pablo Cas-
tanon, PWC; membership co-

-chairs Hicham Bouani, Giobal

ProjeX,. and Cheryl - Naja,
Alston- & Bird; programs .co-
chairs Safiya Jones, CBeyond,
and Jessica Laiti, Cox Commu-

.. nications; public relations chair
- Cameron Morrow, Edelman

Public Relations; special events

_.co-chairs Jai Rogers, Children’s:

Healthcare of Atlanta, and Sara
Pheasant, Sutherland;" -and
members at large Terrez
Thompson, The Coca-Cola
Co., and Whitney Munn, Kil-
patrick Stockton.

Transwestern
Houston-based Transwest-

" regional leader, Bruce Ford,

Southeast reglonal headquar—
ters, located in Buckhead, has
relocated to Tower Place 100 at
3340 - Peachtree Road.  The
12,537-square-foot office space
was leased in a' deal brokered
by Transwestern vice president
Greg Baxendale. Tom Miller
with Grubb & Ellis represented
RREEF, the building owner.
“Not only does this move
prov1de us a great opportunity
to occupy space in a building
owned by our largest- client,
RREEF” said Transwestern’s
executive vice president and

“but also it provides us the
opportunity ‘to continue our
trend of regional growth as we
add new assignments and team
members to the firm.”

Le
sCholar
[

Meet

March

- wByZRs
404-917-25

2503 Oak Gi
: Emory.* §1
Walk to Oak Grove
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